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Fostering talents for basic research: a historical review of talent programs of NSFC

Tang Jing Zhang Li Wang Xin
(School o f Humanities » University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract The National Natural Science Fund, as a primary resource for basic research in China, has been
fostered scientific researchers during the past thirty years. In particular, it has set up a series of talent fun-
ding programs for researchers in different stages. which constitute the system of National Natural Science
Fund providing support for scientific talents. Based on archives. annual reports and other official docu-
ments of National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC), we give an overall review to the talent
programs of National Natural Science Fund in this article, from the establishment and development of each
program to the performance of these programs, in order to shed a light on improvement of these programs

and related policy for talent promotion.
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